
Cape Cod & Southeast MA 
Rabies Program

March 21, 2023



• Passive public health surveillance
-Human exposure
-Pet/livestock exposure

MUST GO DIRECTLY TO STATE PUBLIC 
HEALTH LAB

• Enhanced rabies surveillance
-Roadkills
-Nuisance wildlife
-Euthanasia of sick-acting 
wildlife

-Deceased wildlife

CCORV Rabies Surveillance



• NON-EXPOSURE specimens wanted from 
Barnstable, Plymouth, Bristol, Norfolk, Dukes, and 
Nantucket Counties
•Sick-acting animals from other MA & RI locations
•Raccoons, skunks, foxes, coyotes, fishers, river 
otters, bobcats, woodchucks, and sick-acting 
opossums
•Roadkills, animals deceased in yards, euthanized 
animals, etc.
•Please call or text (413) 537-9394
•If you are unable obtain the animal, let us know 
and we can arrange pick-up
•Please bag and tag animal – provide date, 
address, and species on the tag

SE Massachusetts Enhanced Rabies Surveillance

• 65 samples from 
Barnstable County 
tested in 2022 (not 

incl. MDPH)



SE Massachusetts Enhanced Rabies Surveillance

1 – Provincetown DPW
2 – Wellfleet PD Substation
3 – WildCare
4 – Harwich PD
5 – Critter Control of Cape Cod
6 – Yarmouth DNR
7 – Cape Wildlife Center
8 – Barnstable DNR
9 – Mashpee DNR
10 – Mashpee Wampanoag 
Natural Resources
11 – Cape Cod Hillbilly
12 – Sandwich DNR
13 – Falmouth Animal Control
14 – Bourne DNR
15 – MA DFW, Southeast Office
16 – Tisbury/Vineyard Haven 
Animal Control
17 – Wareham DNR
18 – Rochester Animal Control
19 – Plymouth Animal Shelter
20 – Carver PD
21 – Kingston Animal Shelter
22 – Halifax PD
23 – Foxborough Animal Control
24 – Millis/Medway Animal 
Shelter
25 – Middleboro Animal Shelter
26 – Acushnet Animal Control

27 – Westport Animal Control
28 – Swansea & Somerset Animal Control
29 – New England Wildlife Center
30 – Wildlife Clinic at Cummings School of 
Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University
31 – USDA WS Sutton Field Office



• No additional raccoon rabies cases on-Cape

• Areas identical to that baited in Fall 2022, added ground-distribution 
areas in Plymouth
• Operating out of PYM airport
• Bait delivery scheduled for May 3rd
• Helicopter and ground ORV scheduled for week of May 7th

Spring 2023



• Utmost importance –
increase outreach with 
emphasis on risks of wildlife 
relocation

• Nuisance wildlife control 
operators (NWCOs), 
schools, hunting clubs, 
youth organizations, etc.
• Fairs and other events

• Continue enhanced rabies 
surveillance throughout 
southeast MA

• Bait station trials in Fall 2023 
– CS vs FMP in stations

Moving forward – 2023 and beyond

Thoughts? 
Suggestions? 



2023 SE MA Rabies Clinics



South Shore Outdoors Expo
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